Iskut On-Reserve

Land Code
Virtual Town Hall #8

April 22, 2026




Welcome and Opening Remarks



Agenda

01

Zoom Housekeeping

02

Project Team Introductions

03

Purpose of Tonight’s Session

04

On-Reserve Land Code Overview

05

Community Ratification Vote

06

Questions




Zoom Housekeeping

Use the Raise hand function to
unmute / ask a question out loud
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Participants Raise hand Host tools Al Companion Apps Share

Use the Chat function to ask
guestions during the presentation



Project Team Introductions



Purpose of Tonight’s
Session

section of the On-Reserve
Land Code

Provide a summary of each

’) Answer your questions




On-Reserve Land Code
Summary of the document



What the Land Code Does

* This Land Code allows Iskut First Nation to manage and control its
own reserve lands and natural resources, instead of relying on the
land sections of the Indian Act.

* It follows the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land
Management.

* |t becomes Iskut’s main law for governing reserve lands.



e Part | Fundamental Rights
* Part Il Definitions and Interpretations
e Part lll Lands

What iS ihClUdEd in . Zzzlrt !V.Land.and Natural Resources
ministration
the On-Reserve e Part V Iskut Legislation
Land Code? * Part VI Lands Meetings and Votes
e Part VIl Protection of Lands
The On-Reserve Land Code has * Part VIII Conflicts of Interest
13 sections. * Part IX Financial Management

* Part X Interests and Licences in Land
e Part X| Residency and Access

e Part Xll Dispute Resolution

e Part XIll Other Matters




Protection of Rights (Part |, Il)

The Land Code does not:

» Affect or take away from Iskut’s inherent rights to our territory or
any other Aboriginal rights

e Affect any rights of Iskut under the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP)

* Affect any lands that are not subject to this Land Code
* Change the fiduciary relationship between Canada and Iskut
* Weaken Iskut’s relationship with Canada



Lands (Part 1)

The Land Code applies to:

* All current Iskut reserve lands
* Any new lands added to reserve
* Any new lands received through land exchanges

* Water, natural resources (e.g. timber, gravel, minerals) and related
rights



Governance (Part V)

* Council has the power to:
* Make land laws.
Approve leases and land interests.
Protect the environment and heritage sites.
Regulate development, zoning, housing, and businesses.
Manage natural resources.

* There will also be:
* A Lands Office (staff who manage daily land matters).
* A Lands Committee (advises Council on land issues).

* Elders and Knowledge Keepers are recognized as important in decision-making.



Law-Making Powers (Part V)

 Under the On-Reserve Land Code,
Council has the power to make laws that

are permitted under the Framework SEIHTELLIN [FONEIr (R Loy

the Land Code is what allows

Agreement
o Iskut to fully replace the lands
* This includes: management sections of the
* Regulating development Indian Act, giving Iskut the
* Conservation authority to make our own
* Protection land-related decisions.

* Management

* Use and possession of Lands and
Interests



Law-Making Powers (Part V)

* Some of the laws our community can create with the Land Code include:

Community standards (including
noise, fires, unsightly premises,
etc.) and land use and development

a Protection of archaeological
and cultural resources

Hunting, fishing,

" management, and protection
of fish, wildlife, and their

habitat on Iskut Band Lands

Environmental assessment and
protection
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Law-Making Procedures (Part V)

Lands Council and Lands
Land Law Council Office Office

Comn!unlty Develops
Review

Community New Land

Law

Vote, if

Proposed Approval Develops required*

Draft Law Final Law

*Some laws require community approval through a vote before they can be enacted



Lands Meetings (Part VI)

* A meeting with Members is required before Council makes decisions about significant land
matters.

* The following laws and initiatives require community approval before they can come into
effect:

* Adoption of (or any major amendments ¢ Some decisions around approving

to) aland Use Plan Interests or Licences
e Expropriation * Decisions where Council has a conflict of
* Voluntary land exchanges interest

* Major amendments to the Land Code



-
Land Protection (Part VII)

* Iskut can only expropriate land interests if proper laws and
procedures are followed.

* Land exchanges must be equal or greater in value.

* Environmental protection is required.

 All natural resources on or under Iskut’s Lands belong to Iskut,
including minerals, stone, sand, gravel, soil, trees, water, and any
similar type materials.

 Members can gather renewable resources (like berries and
medicines) for personal use.



Conflict of Interest (Part VIil)

e Council members, staff, and committee members must declare
conflicts.

* They cannot participate in decisions where they or family benefit.
 Serious penalties apply for violations.



Financial Management (Part IX)

 All land revenues must go into special land accounts.
At least two signing officers are required for payments.

* Annual budgets must be approved.
* Annual audited financial statements must be prepared and published.

* Members have access to financial reports.



Interests and Leases (Part X)

* An Interest is when someone has legal rights to use or occupy land. It includes
things like leases, licences, permits, mortgages, and Certificates of Possession.

* A Licence grants permission to use land

All land interests and leases must be registered.

Non-members cannot hold Member Only Interests.

Most leases to non-members cannot exceed 10 years without community
approval.

Mortgages and seizure rules protect the land.



-
Residency and Access (Part Xl)

* Members have rights to live on lands where they hold an interest.
e Council can temporarily restrict access for safety or protection.

* Trespassing is an offence.



Enforcement (Part Xlil)

Penalties for breaking Land Laws can include:

* Imprisonment

* Restitution

* Community service

* Fines (up to $5,000 or more under Criminal Code limits)

* Traditional or healing justice measures



Community Ratification Vote



Community Ratification Vote

* To bring the On-Reserve Land Code into effect, members must vote
“Yes” or “No” on whether to approve it.

* Everyone who is 18 or older and a registered member can vote.
* The majority of voters must vote “Yes” for it to be adopted.



Voting Day Details

ﬁ May 13 and 14, 2026 from 8am — 8pm

Voting methodes:

o

e electronic (online, telephone or in-person at the
polls)

* Polls will be held at Iskut Community Hall where the
Electoral Officer will be available to assist voters




Next Virtual Town Hall:
Overview of the
Individual Agreement

Wednesday, April 29
from 7 — 8PM

In-person Community Meetings

* Terrace —Sunday, May 3 from 5 to 8 PM
(Sunshine Inn) with dinner and door prizes!

* Dease Lake — Friday, May 8 from 5 to 8PM
(Dease Lake Community Hall) with dinner and
door prizes!

e Iskut — Monday, May 11 from 5 to 8 PM (Iskut
Community Hall)

Land Code webpage:
iskut.org/on-reserve-land-code-2025-2026

Questions?
louie.feddie@gmail.com



Questions?
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