Summary of the Iskut On-Reserve Land
Code (March 19, 2026):

Iskut

Band Council

What This Land Code Does

This Land Code allows Iskut First Nation to manage and control its
own reserve lands and natural resources, instead of relying on the
land sections of the Indian Act. It follows the Framework
Agreement on First Nation Land Management.

It becomes Iskut’s main law for governing reserve lands.

Key Points in Plain Language
1. It Protects Iskut’s Rights

. It does not take away Aboriginal title, treaty rights, or inherent
rights.

. It does not weaken Iskut’s relationship with Canada.

« It confirms Iskut’s authority to govern its lands.

2. What Lands It Applies To
« All current Iskut reserve lands.
« Any new lands added to reserve.
« Any lands received through land exchanges.

« Includes water, natural resources (like timber, gravel,
minerals), and related rights.
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Iskut

Band Council

3. How Land Is Governed
Council has the power to:
. Make land laws.
« Approve leases and land interests.
« Protect the environment and heritage sites.
- Regulate development, zoning, housing, and businesses.
« Manage natural resources.
There will also be:
« A Lands Office (staff who manage daily land matters).
« A Lands Committee (advises Council on land issues).

Elders and Knowledge Keepers are recognized as important in
decision-making.

4. When Members Get to Vote
A community vote is required for major decisions such as:
+ Land use plans.
« Major amendments to land use plans.
« Land exchanges.
. Long-term leases (over 10 years) to non-members.
« Major changes to the Land Code.
« Expropriation.
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5. Land Protection

Iskut

Band Council

Iskut can only expropriate land
interests if proper laws and
procedures are followed.

Land exchanges must be equal or greater in value.
Environmental protection is required.

Members can gather renewable resources (like berries and
medicines) for personal use.

6. Financial Management

All land revenues must go into special land accounts.
At least two signing officers are required for payments.
Annual budgets must be approved.

Annual audited financial statements must be prepared and
published.

Members have access to financial reports.

7. Conflict of Interest Rules

Council members, staff, and committee members must declare
conflicts.

They cannot participate in decisions where they or family
benefit.

Serious penalties apply for violations.
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8. Interests and Leases

Iskut

Band Council

« All land interests and leases must be
registered.

« Non-members cannot hold Member
Only Interests.

« Most leases to non-members cannot exceed 10 years without
community approval.

. Mortgages and seizure rules protect the land.

9. Residency and Access

« Members have rights to live on lands where they hold an
interest.

« Council can temporarily restrict access for safety or
protection.

« Trespassing is an offence.

10. Enforcement
Penalties for breaking Land Laws can include:
. Fines (up to $5,000 or more under Criminal Code limits)
+ Imprisonment
+ Restitution
« Community service

« Traditional or healing justice measures

In One Sentence

This Land Code gives Iskut the legal authority and structure to
manage, protect, develop, and govern its reserve
lands in accordance with Tahltan values, while 9
ensuring accountability, transparency, and -
community involvement.
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Individual Agreement (IA) — Summary

The Individual Agreement is the legal agreement between
Iskut First Nation and Canada that enables the transfer of land
management authority from Canada to Iskut under the
Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management.

Iskut

Band Council

1. Purpose
e Sets out the terms, responsibilities, and funding for Iskut to take over management of its
reserve lands.
e Works alongside the Land Code (the law) and the CRP (the voting process).

2. Transfer of Land Management
e Once the Land Code comes into force:
o Iskut takes full control of land administration and decision-making.
o Canada transfers its roles and responsibilities (except underlying title) to Iskut.
e Iskut becomes responsible for:
o Managing land and resources
o Collecting rents and revenues
o Administering leases, permits, and interests

3. End of Indian Act Land Control
e Land-related sections of the Indian Act no longer apply.
e Canada no longer manages reserve lands.
e Iskut governs lands under its own Land Code.

4. Funding from Canada
Operational Funding:
e 2026-2027:~$362,833 (prorated) + $100,000 transitional
e 2027-2028:~S370,089 + $100,000 transitional
e Ongoing funding based on a federal funding formula
Funding supports:
e Land governance
e Law-making and enforcement
e Environmental management systems

5. Transfer of Money
e Canada transfers:
o All existing band land revenues and capital funds
o Example: ~$239K revenue + small capital balance (as of March 2026)
e Ongoing:
o Semi-annual transfers of new revenues collected
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6. Existing Interests & Third Parties

e Existing leases, permits, and interests:
o Continue to exist
o Are transferred from Canada - Iskut to

manage

e Iskut must notify all third-party interest holders that:
o Payments now go to Iskut
o Iskut assumes administration responsibilities
o BCHydro has the only Third Party Interest on-reserve currently

7. Environmental Responsibilities
e Canada provides:
o Environmental reports and known risks (e.g., ESA findings)
e Interim process:

Iskut

Band Council

o Iskut must conduct environmental assessments for projects until its own system

is developed

o Cannot approve projects with significant adverse effects unless justified

8. Dispute Resolution

e Any disputes are handled under the Framework Agreement dispute process.

9. When It Takes Effect
o The IA becomes legally effective when:

1. Community approves it through the community vote as outlined in the

Community Ratification Process (CRP)
2. Iskut and Canada both sign it
e BUT:

o Land Code must come into force before Iskut becomes fully operational under

land management.

10. Key Takeaway (Simple)

The IA is the “implementation agreement” that:
e Transfers control of lands from Canada to Iskut
e Provides funding and financial transfers
e Confirms legal responsibilities and protections
Land Code = the law
CRP = the vote
IA = the deal with Canada that makes it real

Leadership Insight
This agreement is a major step towards sovereignty:
e  Moves Iskut out of Indian Act land control
e Creates direct authority over land use, development, and revenues
e Establishing a foundation for economic development and self-governance
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Iskut Community Ratification Process (CRP) — Summary

The Iskut Community Ratification Process (CRP) sets out the
legal and procedural steps Iskut First Nation must follow to
obtain community approval of its Land Code and Individual
Agreement, in accordance with the Framework Agreement
on First Nation Land Management.

1. Purpose
o Establishes a fair, transparent, and accountable voting process.

Iskut

Band Council

e Enables members to decide whether Iskut will take control of reserve lands from

federal management.

2. Who Can Vote
o Eligible voters = Iskut members aged 18+ on voting day.
e A verified Eligible Voters List is created and maintained.

3. Community Engagement
¢ Council must inform members about:
o The Land Code
o The Individual Agreement
o Voting options and rights
e Engagement methods include meetings, outreach, and information sharing.

4. Independent Oversight (Verifier)
e A Verifier ensures the process complies with the Framework Agreement.
¢ Reviews documents before voting and confirms validity.
e Handles disputes and certifies results.

5. Launching the Vote
Council has passed a resolution to:
e Appoint a Ratification Officer
Approve voter list and documents
Set the voting date
Approve the ballot question
Confirm approval threshold (majority of participants)

6. Voting Process
Voting Methods:

e Electronic voting (online/phone/in-person at the polls)
Key Rules:

¢ One vote per person

¢ No proxy voting

e Must ensure secrecy, fairness, and accessibility

7. Notice & Information
¢ Minimum 32 days notice before voting.
e Members are mailed:
o Voter information package
o Voting instructions and PIN (for electronic voting)
e All documents must be publicly available.
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Iskut

Band Council

8. Ballot Question
Members vote YES or NO on:
e The Land Code
e The Individual Agreement
YES — Iskut governs its own reserve lands
NO — Lands remain under the Indian Act

9. Counting & Results
e Votes are electronically tabulated at close of polls.
¢ Includes online, phone and in-person electronic votes.
e Results recorded and reported by the Ratification Officer.

10. Approval Threshold
e Passed if majority (50% +1) of participating voters vote YES.

11. Disputes
e Members have 5 days to challenge results.
e Verifier reviews and determines validity.
o Certification cannot proceed if dispute is valid.

12. Final Certification
If approved:
1. Council signs the Individual Agreement
2. Canada signs
3. Verifier certifies the Land Code
4. Land Code comes into force (effective date set)

Key Takeaway (Simple)
The CRP is the step-by-step rulebook that ensures:
¢ Members are informed
e Voting is fair and secure
e Results are independently verified
— So the community can legitimately decide to take control of its lands
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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT ON FIRST NATION LAND MANAGEMENT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management (Framework Agreement) is a First
Nation-developed and led, government-to-government agreement signed by 13 First Nations and
Canada on February 12, 1996.

The Framework Agreement was initiated by these 13 First Nations to opt out of the land
management sections of the Indian Act and resume governance and management control of their
First Nation Land, environment and natural resources.

The Framework Agreement can only be amended with the approval of 2/3 of the First Nations who
have ratified the Framework Agreement and Canada.

When the Framework Agreement was concluded, Canada committed to ratifying the agreement in
Parliament.

The original ratifying legislation was the First Nations Land Management Act (FNLMA), passed in
June 1999. However, the FNLMA was repealed and replaced by the Framework Agreement on First
Nation Land Management Act (FAFNLMA) in December 2022. The change was initiated by the
signatory First Nations of the Framework Agreement to correct inconsistencies in the FNLMA and
provide clear and concise ratifying legislation emphasizing the central importance of the First
Nation-driven Framework Agreement.

The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management is the guiding document that First
Nations and Canada are actively working to implement. First Nation signatories ratify the
Framework Agreement by enacting a Land Code.

Until a Land Code is enacted, federal administration of their lands continues under the Indian Act.
As of November 2024, the Framework Agreement has expanded from the original 13 signatories to
213 signatories, of which 122 First Nations have enacted their own Land Codes. For an up-to-date
list of First Nation Signatories to the Framework Agreement, please visit
www.labrc.com/signatory-first-nations/.

The Framework Agreement is not a treaty and does not affect existing treaty or other
constitutional rights of the First Nations.

Executive Summary — The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management
November 2024 lof5|Page


https://labrc-my.sharepoint.com/personal/suzanne_winch_labrc_com/Documents/Communications/RC%20Comms%202024/2024%20FA%20Summaries/www.labrc.com/signatory-first-nations/

N ABAbViébRY §f’ LAND MANAGEMENT

S BOARD & RESOURCE CENTRE

TAKING CONTROL OF LAND GOVERNANCE

A First Nation signatory to the Framework Agreement develops its land governance system by
creating its own Land Code, drafting a community ratification process and entering into an
individual agreement with Canada. The specific steps are set out in the Framework Agreement.

The Land Code: Drafted and approved by the community, the Land Code becomes the basic land
law of the First Nation. When it comes into effect, approximately 44 sections of the Indian Act no
longer apply, and Canada is no longer involved in the decision making of the First Nation’s land
and resources. The Land Code does not have to be approved by the Minister or any federal
department.

Individual Agreement: An Individual Agreement, developed between each First Nation and
Canada and will address matters such as operational funding, reserve boundary description etc.

Community Ratification Process: For a First Nation to re-assume control over its land, the Land
Code and the Individual Agreement must be ratified by the eligible voters of the First Nation. All
eligible voters, members of the First Nation who are at least 18 years of age, whether living off-
reserve or on-reserve, have the right to vote on the Land Code and the Individual Agreement.

Verification: An independent person selected jointly by the First Nation and Canada, called a
Verifier, confirms that the community ratification process and Land Code are consistent with
the Framework Agreement.

Recognition of Land Governance Authority: Upon the enactment of the Land Code,
jurisdictional control over First Nation Land, environment and natural resources are recognized
to be under the governance authority of the First Nation and are no longer subject to the Indian
Act.

TITLE TO FIRST NATION LAND

Title to First Nation Land is not affected when a Land Code comes into force. Under the Indian
Act, reserve lands are held by Her Majesty and are set apart for the use and benefit of a First
Nation. This will not change under the Framework Agreement. These lands continue to be
Lands reserved for Indians under section 91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867.

In the Yukon, the title of lands set aside by reservation or notation in the property records of
Canada will not be affected by the enactment of a Land Code.

Executive Summary — The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management
November 2024 2o0f5|Page



N ABAbViébRY §f’ LAND MANAGEMENT

S BOARD & RESOURCE CENTRE

LEGAL STATUS AND POWERS OF FIRST NATIONS

The Framework Agreement provides First Nations with all the legal status and powers needed
to govern and manage their First Nation Land and natural resources.

Law-Making Powers: A First Nation, with a Land Code, will have the power to make laws in
respect of the development, conservation, protection, management, use and possession of First
Nation Land. This includes laws on zoning, land use, interests and licenses, environment
assessment and protection, services, dispute resolution, and matrimonial real property.

Land Management: In accordance with their respective Land Code and First Nation laws, a First
Nation has jurisdiction over decision-making in relation to the First Nation Land, environment
and natural resources, including leasing, developing, managing revenues and authorizing
expenditures. Land management powers only relate to First Nation Land. The Framework
Agreement does not affect any lands, or any rights in lands, that are not subject to the Land
Code.

Third Party Interests: Interests in First Nation Land held by third parties, or by Canada, will
continue in effect according to their terms and conditions under a Land Code.

First Nation Expropriation: A First Nation will have the power to acquire interests in First Nation
Land for community works or other First Nation community purposes. The First Nation will provide
fair compensation to those whose interests are affected.

Accountability: A Land Code will make provision for a First Nation to report to its members and to
be accountable for the governance of their First Nation Land, environment, natural resources
and revenues.

Marriage Breakdown: A First Nation has the power to make First Nation laws that apply during a
conjugal relationship, when that relationship breaks down or on the death of a spouse or
common-law partner.

Registration of Interests: The First Nation Lands Register and guiding regulations were
established to record documents respecting First Nation Land for First Nations with a Land Code in
force.

PROTECTION OF FIRST NATION LAND

The preserving of the quantity and quality of existing First Nations Land is a fundamental principle
of the Framework Agreement. Some aspects of this principle are summarized below.

Executive Summary — The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management
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Description of Land and Addition of Land: A Land Code will describe the lands that are subject to
the Land Code, called First Nation Land. The description of land does not resolve or prejudice any
claim of the First Nation to any other lands, or to any proper adjustment to the boundaries, and
serves the sole purpose of administrative implementation of the Framework Agreement.

The Land Code prescribes a process to add other lands to the jurisdiction of the Land Code once
those lands become First Nation Land. Canada and the First Nation signatories declare that it is of
fundamental importance to maintain the amount and integrity of First Nation Land.

Taxation and Seizure under Legal Process: The current exemption of reserve lands, and personal
property situated on-reserve, will continue under the relevant provisions of the Indian Act, s. 29 &
5. 89(1) & (2).

Land Codes do not authorize laws relating to the taxation of real or personal property.

Environmental Protection: A First Nation with a Land Code in force will have the power to
develop an environmental assessment and environmental protection regime by implementing First
Nation laws.

Voluntary Exchange of Lands: A First Nation may decide that it is advantageous to exchange
some of its First Nation Land for other lands, at least equal in area and quality, that then become
First Nation Land.

No Provincial Expropriation: First Nation Land isimmune from expropriation by provinces,
municipalities and corporations.

Restricted Federal Expropriation: Canada’s power to expropriate First Nation Land is greatly
restricted. That power can only be exercised with the approval of the Governor in Council, only
when the expropriation is justified and necessary for a federal public purpose that serves the
national interest and only if other non-First Nation land is not reasonably available.

Compensation must include provision for equivalent lands so that the land base of the First Nation
is not diminished. The land will revert to the First Nation once the land is no longer required by
Canada, eventually resulting in a larger land base.

Enforcement: A First Nation has full power to enforce its Land Code, First Nation laws and
environmental laws.

Executive Summary — The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management
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CONTINUING FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY

Canada will continue to hold title to First Nation Land, although Canada will have no
decision-making authority and will no longer be involved in the management of the First Nation
Land.

Canada will remain liable for and will indemnify a First Nation for any losses arising from an act or
omission by Canada, or any person or entity acting on behalf of Canada, in respect to First Nation
Land that occurred before the Land Code comes into force. After that date, the First Nation is
responsible for its own acts or omissions in managing First Nation Land.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

A First Nation will establish its own processes for dealing with disputes in relations to First Nation
Land. These alternative dispute resolution processes may include mediation, facilitated
discussions, negotiations, neutral evaluation and arbitration.

If First Nations and Canada disagree on the meaning or implementation of the Framework
Agreement, there are provisions in the Framework Agreement to resolve the dispute outside the
courts.

LANDS ADVISORY BOARD AND RESOURCE CENTRE

Under the Framework Agreement, the First Nations have established a Lands Advisory Board
whose functions in relation to implementation of the Framework Agreement are set out. The
Lands Advisory Board is the political body composed of regionally elected representatives from
among the operational First Nations.

The Resource Centre was created by the Lands Advisory Board in 2001 to discharge its technical
responsibilities. The Resource Centre is an incorporated body that provides support services to
First Nations in the developmental and operational phases of the Framework Agreement.
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