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Iskut Community Ratification Process (CRP) – Summary 

The Iskut Community Ratification Process (CRP) sets out the 

legal and procedural steps Iskut First Nation must follow to 

obtain community approval of its Land Code and Individual 

Agreement, in accordance with the Framework Agreement 

on First Nation Land Management.  

 
1. Purpose 

• Establishes a fair, transparent, and accountable voting process. 

• Enables members to decide whether Iskut will take control of reserve lands from 

federal management.  

 
2. Who Can Vote 

• Eligible voters = Iskut members aged 18+ on voting day. 

• A verified Eligible Voters List is created and maintained.  

 
3. Community Engagement 

• Council must inform members about: 

o The Land Code 

o The Individual Agreement 

o Voting options and rights 

• Engagement methods include meetings, outreach, and information sharing.  

 
4. Independent Oversight (Verifier) 

• A Verifier ensures the process complies with the Framework Agreement. 

• Reviews documents before voting and confirms validity. 

• Handles disputes and certifies results.  

 
5. Launching the Vote 

Council has passed a resolution to: 

• Appoint a Ratification Officer 

• Approve voter list and documents 

• Set the voting date 

• Approve the ballot question 

• Confirm approval threshold (majority of participants)  

 
6. Voting Process 

Voting Methods: 

• Electronic voting (online/phone/in-person at the polls) 

Key Rules: 

• One vote per person 

• No proxy voting 

• Must ensure secrecy, fairness, and accessibility  

 
7. Notice & Information 

• Minimum 32 days notice before voting. 

• Members are mailed: 
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o Voter information package 

o Voting instructions and PIN (for electronic 

voting) 

• All documents must be publicly available.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Ballot Question 

Members vote YES or NO on: 

• The Land Code 

• The Individual Agreement 

YES → Iskut governs its own reserve lands 

NO → Lands remain under the Indian Act  

 
 

9. Counting & Results 

• Votes are electronically tabulated at close of polls. 

• Includes online, phone and in-person electronic votes. 

• Results recorded and reported by the Ratification Officer.  

 
10. Approval Threshold 

• Passed if majority (50% +1) of participating voters vote YES.  

 
11. Disputes 

• Members have 5 days to challenge results. 

• Verifier reviews and determines validity. 

• Certification cannot proceed if dispute is valid.  

 
12. Final Certification 

If approved: 

1. Council signs the Individual Agreement 

2. Canada signs 

3. Verifier certifies the Land Code 

4. Land Code comes into force (effective date set)  

 
Key Takeaway (Simple) 

The CRP is the step-by-step rulebook that ensures: 

• Members are informed 

• Voting is fair and secure 

• Results are independently verified 

→ So the community can legitimately decide to take control of its lands 
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